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STATE 

Iowa 

COUNTY 

Chickasaw 

TOWN OR VICINITY 

Nashua Vicinity 

HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) 

Little Brown  Church in  the Vale 

HABSNO. 

1A-20 
SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE 

First   Congregational Church 

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES) 

About   1 mile  east  of Nashua  on State  Route 346 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE SOURCE) 

1860-1864 

ARCHITECT^} (INCLUDESOURCE) 
Not known 
Newton Palmer,   carpentry foreman 

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE) 

Sits associated with the writing  and  first performance of William S.  Pitts's   song,   "The 
Church in the Wildwood"   ("The Little  Brown  Church  in the Vale.") 

STYLE (IFAPPROPRIATE) 

Vernacular—Cathie .-Revival 
MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS) 

od  frame with  clapboarding;   foundations of  stone;  chimneys  of brick 
PE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE) 

'-4" x 26'-5" with  lO'-l" x 10'-8"  projecting entrance tower at gable  end;   1-story; 
gable  roof with hipped roof  on  tower 
EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE 
Gothic arched windows  and  doors 

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED) 

Auditorium,   plus   tower  entrance vestibule;   plaster walls;  pressed metal  ceiling 

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES 

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE 

Condition  in  1977 was  good. 
OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE 

^1 URCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.) 

ank,  Wesley I.     The  Iowa Catalog,   Historic American Buildings  Survey.     1979. 
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